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Families 

Elizabeth Downing watched in horror as her wedding china crashed to the 

ground during the 1906 earthquake. Afterwards, she and Major Truby 

buried what wedding gifts remained behind his Presidio of San Francisco 

quarters. This piece of sheet music titled “A Hot Time in the Old Town” 

blew into the yard as they were digging; the couple kept it as a memento.  

Colonel Frederick Funston came to San Francisco 

while en route to the Philippines in 1898. He 

attended an afternoon tea where he met Eda 

Blankart, a local music teacher. The young colonel 

fell “head over heels in love with Eda, and in a 

whirlwind of courting, wooing, and cooing, they 

had compressed two years of romance into two 

weeks.” Funston proposed. After the couple was 

married, he smiled and said, “[It was] the 

smartest thing I ever did in my life.” 

Promoted to Brigadier General, Funston was 

assigned as Commander of the Department of 

California in 1899. After touring the Philippines 

with her husband, Eda had learned well the role of 

Army wife. She hosted tea parties, made regular 

calls on local families, and offered advice to the 

wives of enlisted men at the Presidio.  

Elizabeth Truby sits on the porch of her Presidio residence with her 

daughters Barbara and Elizabeth in 1908. The name “Truby” is 

partially visible on the top step. While growing up as a child on 

post, daughter Barbara remembers playing golf, hiking through the 

eucalyptus trees, and attending “tea dances” chaperoned by her 

parents at the Presidio Officers’ Club.  

When a 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck San 

Francisco on April 18, 1906, Major Truby 

evacuated his fiancée by boat to her 

grandfather’s San Leandro estate where the 

couple was married in a small ceremony. They 

immediately returned to San Francisco so Major 

Truby could take command of an earthquake 

refugee camp in Golden Gate Park. 

When the chaos of that April subsided, both 

Funston and Truby settled in to life at the Presidio 

of San Francisco to raise their families.  General 

and Mrs. Funston welcomed a son, Frederick, Jr., in 

1907, and a daughter, Barbara Eda, in 1908. The 

Truby family expanded to include two daughters—

Elizabeth and Barbara, born at Letterman in 1907 

and 1908, respectively.  

Eda Funston often socialized with the family of Captain 

Edwin C. Long, who was assigned as a personal aid to 

Brigadier General Funston in 1905. Above, Captain Long, his 

wife, Georgene, and their son, Edwin, Jr., enjoy an afternoon 

on the front lawn of their Funston Avenue residence, circa 

1908. In the lower image, a group of unidentified officers 

pose with General Funston, who sits second from the left in 

the front row. To the right of Funston (left to right) are 

daughter Barbara, wife Eda, and Georgene Long.  

For families that lived at the Presidio of San 

Francisco, it was not merely a military reservation 

but rather a beloved first home for newlywed 

young wives, a playground for imaginative 

children, and a world of privilege for teenagers. 
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Another officer on post was Major Albert E. Truby, 

who was transferred to Letterman General 

Hospital in 1905. He was soon engaged to 

Elizabeth Downing, a local beauty and the 

granddaughter of Gold Rush ‘49er Socrates Huff.   

General and Mrs. Funston were also active in the 

aftermath of the earthquake. As Commander of 

the Department of California, General Funston 

orchestrated U.S. Army relief efforts, and Eda 

Funston assisted Head Nurse Dora Thompson at 

Letterman General Hospital. 


